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two people; to compass the death of an enemy; to
manufacture amulets and charms and to point out
lucky and unlucky days.
Magic, black and white, has always had a peculiar
fascination for frail humanity. The attraction lies in
its presumptuous claim to exercise power over super-
natural forces. By white magic benefits that are
harmless may be obtained. By black magic every
kind of human passion may be satisfied, even
though it may bring death and disaster to others*
The agents through whom such ends are accom-'
plished are evil spirits. They, like men, will not
work for nothing; to gain their assistance worship
and propitiation must be employed. The whole
cult is of necessity, therefore, blasphemous in its
nature. The oriental magician is usually a clever
charlatan with a knowledge of the power of
suggestion and hypnotism, and a reliance on the
ignorance and superstition of the people. Whether
Muhammadan or Hindu he makes a living out of
his so-called magic without much trouble to him-
self.
The Muslim magician of South India is con-
sulted before any journey or undertaking is begun.
There are lucky and unlucky days, which Herklots
in his Qanum-i-I$lam has given, together with